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An Economic Utilization of Fish Resources in Edku Lake

Abstract
In Egypt there is gab between fish production and the demand on these

products. This gab resulted in a decrease in the per-capita consumption
from fish and increases in fish imports . The study aimed to investigate the
possibility to improve the productivity of fish from the local resources to
increase the per-capita consumption of fish and improve the balance of
payments in this sector. In this study the situation of fish production as
well as the measurements of fish stock in Edku Lake were studied, thus
this lake is considered as one of the rich lakes in fish production and it
produces several fresh and marine fish species. In Edku Lake about 10300
tons of fish are produced through 4857 fishermen and 1619 fishing boats in
1998. The fishing density was calculated by 24 fishermen and 8 boats per
each 100 feddans during that year. The productivity of each feddan in the
lake is about 515 kg. The total production in this lake is expected to be
15720 tons in year 2003. Results revealed also that Tilapia species are
representing about78% from the yearly whole catch. In order to maintain
the productivity of this resource the relation between efforts of fish catch

in the lake should be fitted to the existing fish stock.
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